GEORGIA  WAS  JUST  PEACHY. 


Number  83.  July,  1999. 


And  Atlanta  was  the  cream  -  -  a  perfect  way  to  celebrate  our  21st  conclave.  Festivities  started  on 
Thursday  night  with  sumptuous  dining  at  Pittypat  s  Porch  and  continued  through  Sunday  noon, 
punctuated  by  a  soul-satisfying  mix  of  sightseeing,  collectors  sharing  albums  and  anecdotes, 
business  sessions  about  appraisals  and  insurance  and  the  Internet  and  digital  cataloging,  a  gala 
reception  and  banquet,  special  scales  on  display,  several  hundred  more  finding  new  owners  at  the 
Silent  Auction,  and  over  all,  the  good  times  that  have  became  a  hallmark  of  our  get-togethers.  And 
now’s  the  time  to  thank  our  member  volunteers  who  made  it  all  happen  -  -  Steve  and  Karen  Beare, 
Jerry  Katz,  Ben  Smith,  Jerry  and  Eva  Wilson,  Phyllis  Cima,  Glen  McDonnell  (of  the  cotton  scale 
McDonnells),  and  Margie  Stein.  Also,  we  want  to  acknowledge  Dick  and  Jackie  Wagers  and  Clem 
and  Kathy  Monday,  bosom  friends  from  Oroville,  CA,  who  came  to  Atlanta  for  close  to  a  two-week 
stay,  starting  a  full  week  before  the  convention  and  continuing  several  days  after  it.  Now  that’s  a 
record.  And  lastly,  we  want  to  thank  our  international  brethren  for  being  part  of  our  good  times, 
namely  EQM  Editor  Diana  Crawforth,  Richard  Holdaway,  John  and  Betty  Cheeseman,  Wolfgang 
and  Ingrid  Schilde,  Jaap  and  Ronny  Visser,  and  Peter  and  Dian  Laycock. 


CONVENTION  “COLLECTIBLES." 

Every  year  we  send  to  all  our  members  the  convention  program,  and  this  year  is  no  exception.  It’s 
contained  in  this  mailing,  and  will  give  those  of  you  who  couldn  t  be  with  us  a  keen  idea  of  all  that 
went  on  in  Atlanta.  Also  with  this  mailing  is  a  special  goodwill  giveaway  that’s  designed  to  go  on 
your  frig  and  keep  you  thinking  about  ISASC  when  you’re  foraging  for  a  midnight  snack.  And  if 
you  look  further,  you’ll  find  two  brochures,  one  about  appraising  your  collection  and  the  other  about 

insuring  it. 
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AND  ABOUT  CONVENTION  2000. 

A  recurring  concern  of  ours  is  whether  the  convention  that  next  lies  ahead  will  be  as  appealing  as  the 
one  that’s  just  gone  before,  but  this  coming  year  our  concern  should  be  for  naught  That’s  because  in 
the  year  2000  we’re  going  to  Seattle,  one  of  the  great  cities  of  our  country.  The  site  is  actually 
Bellevue,  a  popular  suburb  of  Seattle;  our  hotel  is  the  Doubletree  (you’ll  really  like  it),  and  the  dates 
are  May  4  to  7.  And  aside  from  the  initial  planning  we’ve  done  (like  baked  Salmon  dinner,  Indian 
style,  at  Tillicum  Village  on  Blake  Island),  we’re  looking  into  the  idea  of  a  post-convention  trip  to 
Victoria  Island  and  Vancouver.  We’ll  be  telling  you  more  as  we  get  closer,  but  the  important  thing 
now  is  to  block  your  calendar  from  May  2  or  3  to  May  1 1.  ISASC  will  promise  you  an  especially 
good  time,  and  the  Pacific  Northwest  will  promise  you  sights  and  scenes  that  gave  rise  to  the  word, 
“spectacular.” 

AFTER  21  YEARS,  IT  FINALLY  HAPPENED. 

Yes,  it  did.  After  21  years  of  publishing  84  issues  of  EQM  with  nary  an  out-in-the-open,  quick-to- 
spot  mistake,  fate  finally  caught  up  with  us,  and  off  the  press  came  the  1999  #2  issue  WITH  THE 
COVER  PHOTO  UPSIDE  DOWN.  After  first  contemplating  suicide  and  then  boldly  deciding  to 
live  through  the  crisis,  we  hit  upon  a  remedy  that  we  felt  would  turn  aside  all  the  member-aimed 
slings  and  arrows.  (Tell  the  truth  now:  did  you  really  notice  the  mistake?)  The  solution  we 
proposed  to  the  printer  (who  manfully  accepted  the  blame)  was  to  reprint  the  photo  on  special 
adhesive-backed  paper  with  a  peel-off  protective  backing,  remove  the  backing  and  apply  the 
replacement  photo  over  the  original  photo.  The  replacement  photo  is  included  in  this  mailing,  and  if 
you  decide  to  use  it  (some  members  have  decided  not  to  bother),  then  here  are  instructions: 

1.  Make  sure  the  replacement  picture  is  right  side  up;  i.e.,  hooks  on  underside  of  beam;  pans  at 
bottom  of  picture;  beam  inscription,  “County  of  Lincoln  etc.”  right  side  up. 

2.  Carefully,  peel  the  replacement  picture  from  the  waxed  backing.  NOTE:  The  waxed  backing 
is  “scored,”  so  that  it  comes  off  in  two  pieces.  Remove  both  pieces  before  proceeding. 

Hold  the  replacement  picture  by  its  left  and  right  edges,  and  suspend  it  two  inches  above  the 
original  picture.  Then,  line  up  the  replacement  picture  so  that  it  is  just  within  the  top  and 
sides  of  the  original  picture’s  printed  frame 


3. 
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4.  Then,  affix  the  top  edge  of  the  replacement  photo  to  the  EQM  cover,  making  sure  that  it’s 
within  and  square  to  the  top  and  sides  of  the  original  picture  frame.  The  balance  of  the 
replacement  picture  should  then  fall  into  place  on  the  cover.  Any  bubbles  or  wrinkles  can 
readily  be  smoothed  by  hand  to  complete  the  procedure. 

SCALE  GET-TOGETHERS  ARE  CATCHING 

At  our  Toronto  convention  last  year,  several  Michigan  members,  bitten  by  the  convention  bug, 
decided  to  hold  an  informal  one-day  gathering  during  the  October  that  was  yet  to  come  (and  which 
now  has  come  and  gone).  Lo  and  behold,  it  turned  out  to  be  a  great  idea,  with  member  Ben  Smith 
and  spouse  Mary  extending  the  invitation  to  members  from  Michigan  and  nearby  states.  Nine 
couples  (including  three  from  Indiana/Illinois)  came  to  the  affair,  to  share  albums,  sell  scales,  enjoy 
Utz  Schmidt’s  presentation  on  dairy  scales,  learn  more  about  the  use  of  a  computer  in  cataloging  and 
the  role  of  the  Internet  in  scale  collecting,  and  relish  a  baked  ham  and  trimmings  prepared  by  Mary, 
as  Ben  wrote,  “as  only  she  can  '’  Ben's  glowing  report  on  the  event  went  on  to  say  that  the  group 
agreed  to  repeat  the  one-day  meeting  this  year,  and  we've  just  learned  that  it’s  scheduled  for  the  end 
of  this  coming  September.  If  any  members  from  Michigan  or  close  by  are  interested  in  attending, 
call  or  write  Utz  Schmidt  for  details;  he’s  in  the  directory 

THINGS  ARE  HAPPENING  IN  RUTH  WILLARD  S  SCALE  LIFE. 

True,  PvUth  is  officially  our  EQM  Associate  Editor,  but  that  doesn't  begin  to  tell  you  all  that  she’s 
involved  in.  One  research  finding  leads  to  another,  one  article  to  another,  one  worldwide  authority 
to  another,  and  Ruth’s  in  the  middle  of  it  all  Last  year,  she  wrote  a  report  on  her  doings,  and  this 
year  we  asked  that  she  continue  the  practice  Her  report  is  enclosed,  and  when  you  read  it  you’ll  see 
how  serendipity  plays  a  big  part  in  her  busy  life 


(over) 
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KUDOS  FOR  JERRY  KATZ. 

And  very  much  well-deserved  when  you  think  about  the  great  job  Jerry  does  year  in  and  year  out 
answering  the  several  hundred  inquiries  we  receive  from  the  public,  asking  every  kind  of  question 
imaginable  about  scales.  Every  so  often  someone  takes  the  time  to  thank  Jerry,  and  this  card  is  an 
idea  of  how  the  public  feels  about  our  (Katz)  Research  and  Reply  Service 
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MONROE  CENTER  -  Picturesque  architectural  design, 
broad  walkways  and  inviting  rest  areas  make  downtown 
Grand  Rapids  a  delightful  place.  Founded  along  the 
banks  of  the  Grand  River  by  industrious  Dutch  settlers. 
Grand  Rapids  is  west  Michigan's  largest  city. 
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SAD  NEWS. 

This  past  April,  after  having  made  his  reservation  for  our  Atlanta  convention,  long-time  and 
immensely  popular  member  John  Cattle  suffered  an  acute  heart  attack  followed  by  a  stroke,  and  a 
few  days  later  passed  away.  John  was  Chairman  and  Chief  Financial  Officer  of  the  Cattle  National 
Bank  in  Seward,  Nebraska,  and  represented  the  4th  generation  of  a  highly-respected  banking  family. 
He  was  81  years  old  but  very  much  young  in  heart,  and  his  commitment  and  generosity  to  1SASC 
was  steadfast.  We’ll  all  miss  him,  and  collectively  we  tender  our  condolences  to  Virginia  Cattle,  his 
spouse  of  many  years  and  a  perennial  favorite  of  all  who  know  her 


BEN  SMITH  ON  COMPUTER  CATALOGING. 


One  of  the  program  highlights  in  Atlanta  was  member  Ben  Smith’s  presentation  to  our  members  on 
the  computer  program  he  uses  to  inventory  and  catalog  his  scale  collection  Ben  distributed  to  his 
audience  a  sample  catalog  page,  along  with  a  list  of  equipment  required  to  establish  a  scale  database 
and,  in  addition,  a  list  of  recommended  equipment  for  taking  digital  photographs.  Before  the 
convention  was  over,  we  arranged  with  Ben  to  get  a  larger  quantity  of  his  handouts  for  distribution 
to  all  our  members,  and  you'll  find  yours  enclosed  Also,  the  question  came  up  about  the  availability 
of  the  program  disc,  and  lo  and  behold,  Ben  responded  by  telling  us  that  through  the  courtesy  of 
Memory  Allocation  Services,  his  son  Brian's  custom  software  company,  a  disc  is  free  to  any 
member  asking  for  it  Simply  write  Ben  at  15051  U  S  12,  Brooklyn,  MI  49230,  call  him  at  517/547- 
7705,  or  e-mail  him  at  bfsmithffidmci  net  Our  deep  thanks  to  both  Ben  and  Brian  for  sharing  with 
us  their  knowledge  and  enabling  us  to  take  a  king-sized,  high-tech  step  into  the  millennium 

BERNING  BOOK  ON  THE  FRONT  BURNER. 

With  all  the  preparation  and  planning  behind  them.  Bill  and  Jan  Berning  most  proudly  introduced 
their  new7  book.  Scales:  A  Collector’s  Guide,  at  our  Atlanta  convention,  and  the  overwhelming 
response  told  the  whole  story  It’s  a  winner1  Rather  than  our  making  the  effort  to  conjure  up  a  raft 
of  proper  superlatives  to  do  the  book  justice,  we  urge  you  to  read  the  enclosed  flyer,  then  read  the 
review  by  Philip  Holrovd  of  England  on  page  2392  of  the  enclosed  EQM,  and  then  sit  down,  write  a 
check,  and  mail  it  off  at  once.  The  longer  you  take,  the  more  you're  denying  yourself  the  great 
pleasure  of  reading  about  and  looking  at  scales  in  a  setting  unlike  anything  you’ve  experienced 
before.  Take  our  word  for  it;  you're  in  for  a  special  treat  (And  don't  overlook  the  free  offer  of  a 
48-page  catalog  of  parts  for  coin-operated  scales  ) 


(over) 
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ISASC  OFFICERS  ON  THE  GO. 

These  days  our  officers  have  a  “full  plate"  when  it  comes  to  tending  to  ISASC  matters  Each  year 
there  seems  to  be  more  going  on,  and  as  a  result,  more  to  do,  and  we  rely  on  the  likes  of  Steve  Beare, 
Norm  Cima,  Jerry  Katz,  Eddy  Konowitz,  Ruth  Willard,  Jerry  Wilson  and  director  Jan  Macho  to  keep 
our  Society  operating  properly.  In  Atlanta,  we  met  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  mornings  (starting  at 
7:00  a  m.!),  and  then  spent  much  of  Sunday  (2:00  p  m.  ‘til  7:45  p.m.!),  trying  to  finish  a  17-point 
agenda  We  didn't  quite  make  it,  and  because  everyone  agreed  that  we  should  discharge  our 
collective  responsibilities  in  a  timely  manner,  we  decided  to  meet  in  Chicago  all  day  Thursday  and 
Friday,  August  19  and  20.  That’s  what’s  coming  up,  and  as  things  happen  that  reflect  your  officers' 
actions  and  decisions,  we’ll  keep  you  informed  via  this  Newsletter.  For  the  moment,  our 
appreciation  is  recorded  for  all  those  mentioned  above  for  their  commitment  in  behalf  of  our  355 
North  American  members.  Which  reminds  us,  the  first  supplement  to  this  year’s  membership 
directory  is  enclosed,  and  we  point  with  pride  to  no  less  than  23  new  members  since  late  March 
Yes,  you  can  say  we’re  on  a  roll. 

STEIN  SCALES  -  GOING,  GOING,  (SOON  TO  BE)  GONE! 

Yes.  It’s  true.  After  almost  50  years  of  collecting,  to  where  their  collection  presently  numbers  567 
postal  scales.  Bob  and  Margie  Stein  are  planning  a  series  of  auctions  to  liquidate  much  of  their 
collection.  The  first  auction  will  be  held  this  coming  late  November  in  Chicago  and  will  comprise 
approximately  200  U.S.,  English,  and  European  postal  weighing  instruments.  It  will  be  conducted 
by  Butterfield  and  Dunning,  a  well-known  auction  firm  More  detailed  information  and  an  auction 
catalog  will  be  sent  to  ISASC  members  as  the  November  date  draws  closer.  Meanwhile,  members 
should  know  that  hand-picked  scales  from  the  collection  will  be  available  for  sale  in  lots  of  10  or 
more  directly  through  Bob  Stein  any  time  between  now  and  September  15,  1999  For  details  and/or 
arrangements,  call  Bob  at  312/263-7500 

POTPOURRI. 

**  Walter  Rueckert  writes  to  tell  us  he  has  “50  sets  of  scales  and  weights”  for  sale.  He's  obviously 

a  man  of  few  words,  as  he  told  us  nothing  more  If  you'd  like  to  write  or  call  him,  his  address 
is  R  R  2,  Box  263-4,  Elkins,  WV  26241,  and  his  phone  is  304/637-9430 
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**  It  was  an  exciting  moment  to  learn  that  in  far  off  Australia  the  scale  collection  of  Ray  and 

Eileen  Park  officially  made  the  Guinness  Book  of  Records  for  1997.  Word  of  it  reached  us 
awhile  back  when  Eileen  sent  us  a  copy  of  the  certification,  from  which  we  quote  in  its 
entirety. 

WORLD  RECORD 

Ray  and  Eileen  Park  of  Noranda,  Western  Australia ,  had  a  collection 
of 2549  weighing  scales  as  of  30  November  1997. 

(signed  by)  Keeper  of  the  Records ,  Guinness  Publishing 

If  theirs  is  the  biggest  collection,  who  among  us  is  second,  and  how  close9 

•  •  •  •  • 

Among  the  good  number  of  enclosures  with  this  mailing  (perhaps  a  record  of  its  own),  we'd 

like  to  draw  your  attention  to  our  latest  library  list,  which  we  send  to  you  twice  a  year  It's  an 
ongoing  reminder  of  all  we  offer  that  will  enable  you  to  keep  adding  to  your  storehouse  of 
knowledge  on  scales  and  weights.  Why  not  order  something  now? 

If  you  want  to  read  about  an  unexpected  direction  metrology  is  taking  as  we  head  for  the  next 
century,  turn  your  attention  to  the  article  on  the  back  of  this  page. 

And  on  that  futuristic  note  we  take  our  leave  We'll  be  back  in  touch  in  October  as  both  this  year 
and  this  century  approach  their  end 

Fraternally, 


(over) 
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By  Art  Golab 

SUBURBAN  REPORTER 

Expensive  scales  once  used  in  illegal  drug 
transactions  will  now  weigh  small  animals  in 
Joliet  Junior  College’s  veterinary  technician 
program  under  a  policy  that  started  last 
week  in  Will  County. 

"We're  taking  something  bad  and  making 
it  good  by  taking  these  drug  scales  and  using 
them  tor  higher  education,”  said  Will  Coun¬ 
ty  State’s  Attorney  James  Glasgow. 

The  triple-beam  balance  scales  have  slid¬ 
ing  weights  and  work  on  the  same  principle 
as  the  ones  at  a  doctor’s  office,  except  they 
are  smaller  and  accurate  to  1  gram. 

Two  confiscated  scales  worth  $300  to  $400 
each  were  donated  to  the  college  last  week, 
and  the  school  hopes  to  receive  12  more 
before  its  new  program  training  veterinary 
technicians  begins  next  fall. 

At  the  school,  the  scales  will  be  used  to 
weigh  animals  such  as  hamsters,  gerbils, 
birds  and  lizards,  as  well  as  to  measure  the 
food  they  eat. 

Just  as  people  are  typically  weighed  dur¬ 
ing  a  visit  to  the  doctor,  so  it  goes  with 
animals.  The  scales  will  be  adapted  with 
cages  and  will  give  future  veterinary  techni¬ 
cians  plenty  of  practice  weighing  animals. 

The  idea  came  from  Professor  James 
Etheridge,  chair  of  the  college’s  Agricultural 
and  Horticultural  Sciences  Department. 
Several  years  ago  the  Will  County  Sheriffs 
Office  gave  him  some  high-intensity  lights 
seized  from  a  marijuana  grower. 

“That  just  stuck  in  my  head.  I  was  doing 


the  budget  for  the  new  veterinary  technol¬ 
ogy  building  and  I  came  to  the  line  item 
‘scales’  and  I  thought  ‘drugs,’  ”  Etheridge 
said.  Friends  on  the  Joliet  Junior  College 
Foundation  approached  the  state’s  attor¬ 
ney’s  office,  and  within  48  hours  he  got  a  call 
to  come  and  look  at  some  scales. 

“It’s  fabulous  for  us,  it  means  now  we  can 
buy  some  other  things  we  would  not  have 
been  able  to  purchase,”  Etheridge  said. 

As  a  result  of  his  request,  the  state’s 
attorney’s  office  has  put  in  place  a  policy 
that  at  the  conclusion  of  a  case  it  will  ask 
judges  to  enter  orders  releasing  scales  for 
donation.  They  would  otherwise  be  de¬ 
stroyed,  like  guns  and  other  contraband  that 
can  be  used  illegally. 

Etheridge  hopes  two  of  the  scales  he  gets 
will  be  more  sophisticated  digital  readout 
types  that  go  for  $2,000  each  and  measure 
up  to  1/10, 000th  of  a  gram.  Such  scales  have 
passed  through  the  state’s  attorney’s  office 
in  the  past  and  it  is  likely  Etheridge  will  get 
his  wish,  Glasgow  said. 

“Drug  dealers  have  the  money,”  he  said. 
“Obviously  they  buy  good  ones  because  if 
they’ve  got  a  crummy  scale  and  they’re 
giving  away  too  much  drugs  for  the  money 
that’s  bad  business,”  Glasgow  said. 

And  when  Etheridge  came  to  pick  up  the 
first  two  scales  he  was  surprised  by  a  bonus: 
custom-fitted  carrying  cases. 

“In  an  educational  institution  you  have  a 
scale  in  a  classroom  and  it  never  gets  moved, 
so  you  don’t  need  a  case.  Here  they  had 
cases  that  look  like  a  miniature  violin  case. 
We  got  a  laugh  out  of  that. 
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